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HDC SETAC 2019 Annual Spring 
Meeting 
 

New Perspectives to Old Problems: 
Advancements in Environmental 

Chemistry and Toxicology Research to 
Address Environmental Challenges 

 
April 24-25, 2019, Chauncey Hotel and 
Conference Center in Princeton, NJ   
 
Please check our website for updates, 
http://hdcsetac.org/2019/Spring%20Meeting/
meetingmenu.htm 
Some of the topics will include: 
o Endangered Species 
o Latest updates and highlights of PFAS 
o ASTM Standard Guide for Analytical 

Methods 

  
 
 
 

 
SETAC North America 40th Annual Meeting 
 

Great Together: Separate Challenges and 
Collective Solutions  

 
November 3-7, 2019, Metro Toronto Convention 
Centre, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Submit a session proposal by February 20, 
2019. 
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Hudson/Delaware Chapter of SETAC Board 
of Directors  

 
 

2019-2020 Board of Directors 
 

Daniel Millemann, Ph.D., HDC SETAC 
President  
New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection 
908-307-0705 (mobile)

 drmillemann@gmail.com 
 

Don Nazario, HDC SETAC 
Vice President, & 
Communications  
Normandeau Associates 
(484) 945-2549 (office)  
(717) 617-7076 (mobile) 
DNazario@Normandeau.com 

 
Gina Ferreira, HDC SETAC 
Secretary   
US EPA REGION 2  
(212) 637-3768 (phone) 
ferreira.gina@epa.gov 

 
Michael Firth, HDC SETAC Treasurer  
The ELM Group, Inc.  
(215) 794-6920 (phone)  
mfirth@elminc.com 

 
Joy McGrath, HDC SETAC 
Board Member   
Exponent 
(914) 589-7237 Direct  
JMcGrath@exponent.com 

 
Gary A. Buchanan, Ph.D., 
HDC SETAC Board Member  
New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection 
Work: 609-984-6070 
Gary.Buchanan@dep.nj.gov 

 
 
 
 

Peter A. Kish - HDC SETAC Board Member    
Moravian Academy 
580-819-1638 (cell) 
pkish@mamail.net (work)  
 
Eileen Snyder - HDC SETAC Board 
Member  
Alpha Analytical, Inc. 
610-585-3420 (mobile) 
201-847-9100 NJ Service Center 
esnyder@alphalab.com 
 
Wenqing (Vicky) Xu, Ph.D., HDC SETAC Board 
Member  
Assistant Professor 
Civil and Environmental Engineering, Villanova University    
610-519-8549 (office) 
wenqing.xu@villanova.edu 
 
Linda Logan, Ph.D., HDC SETAC Board Member   
Anchor QEA 
Managing Scientist 
267-753-6301, x202 (work) 
267-614-0629 (cell) 
llogan@anchorqea.com 
 
Bryan Hedgpeth, HDC SETAC Student Representative   
ExxonMobil Biomedical Sciences, Inc. 
Toxicology and Environmental Sciences Laboratory 
bryan.hedgpeth@exxonmobil.com 
 
Erica McKenzie, Ph.D., HDC SETAC Board Member   
Assistant Professor 
Civil and Environmental Engineering, Temple University 
Phone: (215) 204-6093 
ermckenzie@temple.edu 
 
Juliana Atmadja, Ph.D., HDC SETAC Board Member   
Louis Berger Group, Inc. 
Phone: 973-407-1687  
jatmadja@louisberger.com 
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It brings me great joy to announce this revival of the 
HDC SETAC Newsletter! For those that are 
unfamiliar, my name is Dan Millemann and I have 
been active in the local chapter for nearly 6 years. I 
completed my PhD in environmental science from 
Rutgers University under the direction of Keith 
Cooper, and currently work at the Division of Science 
and Research at the NJDEP. I served as the student 
board member for several years before transitioning 
into the presidential track for our local chapter of 
SETAC. With all of that said, I would love to 
highlight some of the great work the board of 
directors has been completing behind the scenes this 
past term.  
 
First off, I am pleased to announce that familiar face 
Don Nazario has accepted the title of Vice President 
for the 2018-2019 term! With Don’s years of 
experience and energetic support of the chapter I am 
confident that he will keep the momentum going and 
continue all of the great things we have accomplished 
this year. He has also accepted the role of 
Communications Director and will continue to 
oversee the majority of our emails and 
announcements, so be sure to keep an eye out for 
chapter updates.  

 
Second, I would like to officially announce the 
development of several subcommittees that have 
formed within the board, including the Sponsorship 
subcommittee, consisting of Eileen Snyder from 
Alpha Analytical, Inc. and Linda Logan from Anchor 
QEA, as well as the Newsletter subcommittee, 
consisting of Vicky Xu from Villanova University 
and Bryan Hedgpeth from ExxonMobil Biomedical 
Sciences, Inc. I am also excited to announce this 
year’s newest elected members, Juliana Atmadja 
from the Louis Berger Group, Inc. as well as Erica 
McKenzie from Temple University who have both 
immediately stepped into their roles on the board by 
spearheading our Outreach subcommittee. Please 
reach out to me or any of our board members if you 
would like to be involved in any of these 
subcommittees or have suggestions for how we can 
better serve the chapter.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With regards to our meetings, this past fall we had a 
great workshop at Villanova University entitled, 
“Harmful Algal Blooms and other Emerging 
Contaminants” with representatives from NJDEP, 
Princeton Hydro, and Eurofins Lancaster 
Laboratories Environmental, LLC, among others. 
There has also been a ton of action behind the scenes 
planning this year’s Spring Meeting at the Chauncey 
Hotel and Conference Center in Princeton, NJ, so if 
you haven’t already, be sure to mark your calendars 
for April 24th and 25th. Additional information is 
located later in this newsletter! I look forward to 
seeing you there.  
 
Lastly, I would like to thank our corporate sponsors 
and membership at large for your continued support 
of the chapter. Our meetings wouldn’t be possible if 
not for our amazing corporate sponsors as well as our 
individual members. Our job as board of directors is 
to put together the best possible meetings for our 
community, so please don’t hesitate to reach out with 
ideas for topics, speakers, venues, or events. I look 
forward to seeing you all in April! 
 
Sincerely, 
Daniel R Millemann 
HDC SETAC President, 2018-2019 

Dan studying bubble nucleation and buoyancy at the annual SETAC 
Meeting in Sacramento. Photo Credit: Gina Moreno 

President’s Letter 
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Juliana Atmadja, Ph.D. 
Louis Berger Group, Inc. 

Dr. Atmadja is a subject 
matter expert in forensic 
chemical data analysis 
for Louis Berger, U.S. 
For over 18 years, she 
has been leading and 
supporting technical 
efforts for various 
phases of large 
contaminated sediments 
projects on behalf of the 
US Army Corps of 
Engineers and US 
Environmental 
Protection Agency in the 
home territory of the 
Hudson Delaware 

Chapter. These include the Lower Passaic River 
Restoration Project, the Hudson River PCBs Superfund 
Site, and the Newark Bay Superfund Site. She has B.S. 
and M.S. degrees in Ocean Engineering and a Sc.D. in 
Civil Engineering with a focus on hydrogeology. Her 
specialized expertise includes geochemical data 
analysis, pollutant source fingerprinting, fate and 
transport modeling in groundwater and surface water, 
statistical and geostatistical analyses, and GIS 
evaluation of environmental data. Her well-rounded 
experience also includes hands-on participation in 
multi-media field investigations. She has been 
presenting her work at SETAC North America 
conferences as well as the Hudson Delaware Chapter 
workshop. Work she recently led on behalf of USEPA 
for the Upper Hudson River was presented at the Fall 
2017 HDC SETAC workshop by one of her team with 
her support. In addition to managing projects, she also 
mentors and supervises a group of scientists and 
engineers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Erica McKenzie, Ph.D. 
Temple University 

Erica McKenzie 
grew up in 
Montana, initially 
with the plan of 
becoming an MD.  
However, after 
some exposure to 
materials 
engineering, and a 
story about an 
environmental 
engineer that would 
kayak to collect 
samples, she 
adopted 
environmental 
engineering as an 

undergraduate major at Colorado State University.  
While completing her undergraduate studies, Dr. 
McKenzie also spent two summers paddling in the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness and 
Quetico Provincial Park, and also participated in 
research on particles in streams, nitrogen in 
groundwater, efficacy of chemical disinfectants 
against biofilms, and cell stress responses.  She 
completed an M.S. and Ph.D. in Environmental 
Engineering at University of California at Davis, 
where her research focused on non-point sources of 
metals and their interactions with particles and 
organic matter.  After earning a Ph.D., Dr. McKenzie 
completed two postdoctoral research positions.  The 
first was a collaborative effort with mechanical 
engineers at the Western Cooling Efficiency Center, 
working to understand the water-energy nexus and 
potential benefits and challenges associated with 
evaporative condenser AC units for use in hot arid 
climates. In her second postdoc, Dr. McKenzie 
moved back to Colorado to work at Colorado School 
of Mines to evaluate perfluoroalkyl substance 
movement in groundwater. In January 2015, Dr. 
McKenzie joined the faculty in the Department of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering at Temple 
University where her research group focuses on the 
fate and transport of chemical contaminants in natural 
and engineered systems. 

Meet the New Board Members 
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Meet the New Board Member  
 
 
 

Wenqing Xu, Ph.D. 
Villanova University 
 

Dr. Wenqing 
(Vicky) Xu was 
born and raised in 
the northwestern 
part of China, 
where residents 
have to deal with 
air and water 
quality issues on a 
daily basis. These 
experiences 
sparked her 
interests in 
environmental 
engineering and 
motivated her to 

complete her Ph.D. study in chemical and 
environmental engineering at Yale University. In 2014, 
she joined Villanova University as an assistant professor 
in Civil and Environmental Engineering. Her research 
aims to develop engineering solutions that will 
effectively destroy both legacy and emerging 
contaminants, which will help provide safe drinking 
water and clean up contaminated soils and sediments. In 
2018, her research efforts were recognized, and she was 
awarded with the National Science Foundation’s 
coveted CAREER grant for her work “Transforming the 
Synergistic Interactions between Pyrogenic 
Carbonaceous Matter (PCM) and Sulfur Species into 
Solutions for Contaminant Detoxification.” This project 
will allow for the discovery of a novel reaction pathway 
that can be harnessed to detoxify pollutants. Moreover, 
the knowledge generated from this project will enable a 
new generation of carbon-based materials that can be 
tailored to achieve simultaneous sorption and 
destruction of pollutants, ultimately revolutionizing the 
current practice for contaminant cleanup. In her spare 
time, she tries to see the world as much as she can. In 
2018, she spent a six-month sabbatical in Switzerland 
conducting her research and hiking the Swiss alps.  
 

 
  

    Past Events: Fall 2018 Workshop  
 
 
 
On October 11, 2018, HDC SETAC hosted its fall 
workshop, “Harmful algal blooms and other 
emerging contaminants”, at Villanova University, 
PA. Leslie McGeorge (NJ Department of 
Environmental Protection) and Dr. Fred Lubnow 
(Princeton Hydro, LLC) delivered keynote talks 
during this workshop. Dr. Gloria Post from NJDEP 
also talked about the new NJ drinking water 
maximum contaminant levels for PFAS and 1,2,3-
TCP. This event was well-received and attracted over 
thirty attendees from industry, government, and 
academia.  

 
Keynote Speakers: Leslie McGeorge and Dr. Fred Lubnow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HDC SETAC Board Members (Left to right: Wenqing Xu, Michael Firth, 
Don Nazario, Joy McGrath, and Daniel Millemann)  
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New ASTM Standard for Environmental Testing of Sediment     
Provided by Eileen Snyder  

Alpha Analytical, Inc.; HDC SETAC Board Member 
 

 
 
 
 

W. CONSHOHOCKEN, Pa., January 2019 – A new ASTM International standard will help 
environmental assessment professionals perform more effective studies on sediment, the matrix of water 
and particles that settle at the bottom of bodies of water.  
 
“The new standard is organized as a toolkit applicable to a broad range of sediment sites, from the large 
mega sites to smaller sites located in ecologically sensitive areas,” says ASTM International member 
Eileen Snyder who works at Alpha Analytical Inc.  She adds that the standard explains how the 
analytical methods used for sediment corrective action are very different from conventional methods 
used for other soils.  Specifically, the standard (E3163) covers: physical properties testing, chemical 
analytical methods, passive sampling procedures, bioassays and toxicity testing, environmental forensics 
methods and procedures, and methods development procedures. 
 
According to Snyder, users of the new standard could include regulatory agencies, project sponsors, 
environmental consultants, toxicologists, and risk assessors. ASTM International’s committee on 
environmental assessment, risk management, and corrective action (E50) created the standard.  The 
committee meets next in April 2-4, 2019 in Denver, Colorado, USA. 
 
Become a member at www.astm.org/JOIN.  
 
About ASTM International 
Committed to serving global societal needs, ASTM International positively impacts public health and 
safety, consumer confidence, and overall quality of life. We integrate consensus standards – developed 
with our international membership of volunteer technical experts – and innovative services to improve 
lives… Helping our world work better.  
 
Media Inquiries: Dan Bergels, tel +1.610.832.9602; dbergels@astm.org  
Committee Contact: Molly Lynyak, tel +1.610.832.9743; mlynyak@astm.org  
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NJDEP Requests Input on Proposed Interim Ground Water 
Quality Criteria for Chemicals of Emerging Concern 

Provided by Gary Buchanan  
NJ DEP; HDC SETAC Board Member 

 
 
 
 
 

On January 18, the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection issued a press release1 that 
proposed interim ground water quality criteria for perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctane 
sulfonate (PFOS) and asked for public input.  These emerging chemicals have garnered much attention 
recently due to their detection in drinking water, ground water and surface water in multiple states, as 
well as their persistence and toxicity.  PFOA, PFOS and other types of per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS) may impact liver and immune system function, increase blood cholesterol levels, and 
cause delays in growth and development of fetuses and infants. PFOA may also increase the risk of 
certain types of cancer. 
 
Detection is always an important issue when considering regulatory limits for chemicals, and the draft 
analytical practical quantitation levels for PFOA and PFOS were also issued for public input.  Following 
the consideration of public input, these interim criteria will be posted and used for remediation of 
contaminated ground water (e.g., by the DEP and Licensed Site Remediation Professionals) until ground 
water quality standards are proposed and finalized by regulation. Full details are posted at: 
https://www.nj.gov/dep/dsr/ISGWQC_Public_Comment_PFOS_PFOA.html   
Comments will be accepted until 5 pm on February 19 and can be submitted to Heidi.Oneill@dep.nj.gov 

 
 

1 https://intranet.dep.state.nj.us/depnet/dep-requests-input-on-proposed-ground-water-quality-criteria-
for-chemicals-of-emerging-concern/
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Job Opening: NJDEP, Division of Science and Research 
 
 
Functions as Chief for the Bureau of Risk Analysis within the Division of Science and Research (DSR), 
responsible for overseeing the daily operations of the Bureau. This position will support promoting and 
enhancing the health and well-being of the public and the environment by providing technical evaluation 
and/or consultation to identify environmental chemical exposures of concern and to assess their potential 
harmful effects. Will oversee and conduct projects for Departmental programs involving toxicology, risk 
assessment, and public health/environmental health. Manages technical support and development of 
environmental standards for Departmental programs. Lead liaison for the Science Advisory Board’s 
(SAB) Public Health Standing Committee. Coordinates related technical and administrative support for 
the SAB. Prepares clear and accurate technical and research reports that detail the methods, results, 
interpretation, conclusions and recommendations of the studies conducted. Provides technical support 
for other Departmental programs. Represents DSR at meetings and prepares and delivers briefings for 
internal clients and presentations at external meetings and conferences. *Special consideration will be 
given to candidates with a doctorate degree and those whose experience consists of principles and 
practices of human health risk assessment, toxicology, epidemiology, and/or exposure science, as well 
as modern environmental research methods, evaluation techniques and methodology of technical 
analyses and interpretation of results and findings.*  
 
Closing date is February 25.  Full details can be found at:  https://www.nj.gov/dep/jobs/cos19-005.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                 
 

 
                           Job Opening: Eurofins QC, Summer Internship 
 
 
Eurofins QC is a full-service environmental testing laboratory that provides microbiological testing services at 
three laboratory locations throughout Pennsylvania and New Jersey. Our laboratories hold accreditations in 
Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania, which allows us to support numerous U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency programs in those states such as: 
 

•      Recreational water quality criteria (RWQC) recommendations; 

•      Clean Water Act for wastewaters and discharges to surface waters; 

•      Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) for the management of industrial waste 
materials and the protection of groundwater; 

•      Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA); 

With summer approaching, Eurofins QC focuses on the increasing sample volume of recreational waters. Pools, 
spas, lakes and beaches all have bacterial testing requirements for public access and Eurofins QC is proud to be 
able to help service these locations. As we gear up for our busiest season, we are looking for your help! 
Interested in the environment and a summer internship? Please reach out to Jordan Thorngren 
at JordanThorngren@EurofinsUS.com for more information. 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Corporate Sponsors 
 

 


